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MISSION STATEMENT:

The mission of the Soil and Water Conservation District is to promote the wise and
responsible use of our natural resources through education, demonstration and
technical services for the benefit of all citizens of Spartanburg County.

PURPOSE:

Spartanburg County has lost almost 20% of its farmland to Commercial Development
over the last 5 years. Therefore, any five-year conservation plan must take into
consideration the changing landscape of Spartanburg County.

INTRODUCTION

The long range plan of the Spartanburg Soil and Water Conservation District is
dedicated to the orderly development and wise use of the natural resources within the
district for the benefits of all its citizens.This long range program constitutes a plan
intended to give direction to all conservation activities within the district and is intended
to be reviewed frequently by the district governing body. It establishes resource goals
for the period of 2026-2030 and provides guidance in securing cooperation and
assistance in reaching these goals.

The Spartanburg Conservation District Commissioners appreciate the assistance given
by the South Carolina Department of Natural Resources - Conservation Districts section
and the USDA Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) in the development of
this plan. Also, appreciation is expressed to the Clemson University Extension Service,
S.C. Forestry Commission, USDA Farm Service Agency, Spartanburg County Council
and the Legislative Delegation for their assistance to the district programs.



SPARTANBURG SOIL AND WATER
CONSERVATION DISTRICT
ORGANIZATION AND DISTRICT ADMINISTRATION

The Spartanburg Soil and Water Conservation District is an entity of the South
Carolina’s State Government, organized in accordance with Soil Conservation District
Law No. 182 of the 1937 S.C. General Assembly. Organized originally as part of the
Broad River Soil Conservation District, which included Cherokee and Union Counties,
the Spartanburg Soil and Water Conservation District became a single county
conservation district on April 22, 1948.

The affairs of the district are administered by a non-paid board of five commissioners,
three of which are elected and two appointed by the SC Department of Natural
Resources, Land Resources, and Conservation Districts Division. The district is
assisted by a District Conservationist.
The Spartanburg Conservation District office is located at:

105 Corporate Dr. Suite G, Spartanburg, SC 29303

Phone: 864.345.6787

Email: conservation@spartanburgswcd.org



COMMISSIONERS OF THE SPARTANBURG CONSERVATION DISTRICT:
Gary Sayre Jr. - Chairman
Mike Brady - Vice-Chairman
Ronnie Bullard - Secretary/Treasurer
Bill Heatley - Commissioner

Bill Bledsoe - Commissioner

ASSOCIATE COMMISSIONERS:
Rob Wilder

Sam Coker

DISTRICT STAFF:

Beth Button, District Coordinator
DISTRICT PARTNERS:

Henry Gramling, Equipment Manager

Coleman Farm Supply, Equipment Manager

NRCS STAFF:

Jordyn Rosichan, District Conservationist

SCDNR STAFF:

Katie Hoffman - West Piedmont District Coordinator
Tyler Brown - Conservation Districts Program Manager



EXISTING PROGRAMS:

State law assigns to the district the responsibility for managing the soil, water and
related resources within the district's boundaries. Discharging these responsibilities
involves the district on a wide range of programs, such as direct technical assistance to
information and education.

District technical and financial assistance is provided to landowners and land users
through personnel assigned to the district by the USDA Natural Resources
Conservation Service and the SCDNR Conservation Districts section. Special funding in
the form of cost-sharing can be provided through special projects, agreements and
memoranda of understanding.

Information and education programs are an ongoing part of the annual workload. We
give Mini Garden Grants to schools to teach the students about growing plants for food
and to attract wildlife. It also teaches them to take care of the soil.

The District also sponsors and attends events associated with soil and water activities.
We are involved in Discover Your Watershed, which is held annually in the spring, and
other community events around Earth Day, Arbor Day and World Water Day. We also
can work with local schools, day care centers and senior centers to help provide Mini
Pollinator Plots.

The District sponsors the local envirothon high school teams. We have at least four
teams. We also help support the Adopt-A-Stream program.

The District has several pieces of rental equipment available to the public. Two No-Till
Drills that plant acreage through an environmentally and soil friendly practice, they help
prevent erosion and water run-off. In 2023 the District purchased a Firminator to provide
a low till option for landowners with smaller or harder to access plots. The Firminator
can be pulled by a larger ATV. The district also has an aerator, purchased in 2024, for
use since soil compaction was a top resource concern brought forth during the Local
Work Group process.



OBJECTIVES OF THE DISTRICT
It is the objective of the Spartanburg Soil and Water Conservation District to strive to:

e Provide information and technical assistance to land owners and land users on
soil, water and related natural resources.

e Enter into memoranda of understanding and/or cooperative agreement with other
units of government, groups and individuals to further the protection and wise
use of the natural resources within the district.

e Develop an annual plan of work outlining specific goals and activities for the year
ahead.

e Report the highlights of each year's conservation activities to the public and
cooperating agencies on an annual basis.

e Review the long range plan of work yearly and revise when significant changes
occur in the status or condition of the District's natural resources or once every
five years.

e Solicit district affiliate members for program input and financial support of
conservation education and awareness programs.

e The services of the Spartanburg Soil and Water Conservation District, the SC
Department of Natural Resources - Conservation Districts section, and the USDA
Natural Resource Conservation Service are available to all persons and groups
without regard to race, religion, sex, age, national, handicap, or political
affiliation.

Explore grant opportunities to benefit the community.
Develop and extend the SSWCD website to be a “one stop shop” for county
related information about whom to contact for specific situations.

e Track urbanization and land usages; adapt policy accordingly.



CONSERVATION EDUCATION:

The District emphasizes a continuous environmental education and public information
program to promote natural resource conservation in Spartanburg County.

Goal:

To inform and educate the citizens in the district on the vital importance of conserving
soil, water, wildlife habitat, and other natural resources of Spartanburg County.

Objectives:

Sponsor Conservation Tours and programming.

Sponsor annual county wide essay and poster contest.

Submit conservation related newspaper articles yearly.

Present programs to schools and civic clubs.

Sponsor annual Arbor Day celebration at area elementary school.

Sponsor annual Earth Day hands-on project within Spartanburg community.
Support Adopt-A-Stream.

Support The Environmental Education Association of SC

Support the Commissioner’s School for Agriculture

Support the Governor's School for Agriculture

Support Ag in the Classroom

Lead by example by having all our commissioners certified with training through
the DNR training course.

Long Range Obijectives:

To inform and educate the citizens in the district on the vital importance of
conserving soil, water, wildlife habitat and other natural resources of Spartanburg
County.

To provide technical assistance for the improvement of water quality through
erosion control on farms and urbanizing lands.

To protect the soil resource base on rural and agricultural land and to maintain
productive harvestable land.

To grow our Local Work Group as a vital source of community input for our
resource concerns.

Increase district staffing capacity through grant opportunities.



CONSERVATION PRIORITIES BY LAND USE:

Priorities for treatment are established based on land use. The Spartanburg district
supports the following land uses:

Cropland

Pasture land

Water Conservation
Forestry

Recreation and Wildlife
Urban

CROPLAND:
Row crop farming has been on a steady decline in Spartanburg County since
2017. The number of farms reported in Spartanburg County by National
Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) in 2017 was approximately 1,439 to 1,230
farms in 2022. It is anticipated that farms will continue to decrease as more land
is converted for urban use.
Spartanburg County has approximately 97,644 acres of land used for farms
which is up by 2% from 2017. The average farm size in 2022 was 79 acres which
is up by 19% since 2017, according to NASS.

Land Use Practices (% of farms), according to NASS:
No Till Drill - 9%

Reduced Till - 5%

Intensive Till - 12%

Cover Crop - 9%

See appendix for more information.

Goals:

1. Promote programs to incentivize young people in the farming industry as
well as South Carolina as a whole. The following is the average age
groups involved in farming in South Carolina: 14% are 75 plus years old,
26% are 65-74 years old, 24% are 55-64 years old 16% are 45-54 years
old, 11% are 35-44, 6% are 25-34 and just 2% are under 25 years of age.

2. Provide technical assistance to landowners and land users participating in
USDA programs to ensure compliance with Farm Bill regulations.



Objectives:
1.

PASTURE LAND:
Currently, Spartanburg County is experiencing a significant population growth
with increased home construction removing pastures and hay lands. There is a
need to increase hay production and protection of the remaining pastureland in
the county.

GOAL:

Improve forage quantity/quality and reduce soil erosion through pasture and hay
land management systems.

OBJECTIVES:

1. Provide rental equipment to assist in pasture renovations and
improvements.

2. Participate in Spartanburg Cattleman’s Association meetings and report
any new SSWCD projects or opportunities that may be applicable to them
and answer questions associated with the SSWCD.

3. Use the Local Work Group survey as a guide for SSWCD direction.

Promote Conservation Easements.

5. Work with Clemson University Extension Service, FSA, NRCS, SCDES
and Spartanburg County Agencies as needed.

s

WATER CONSERVATION:
The Spartanburg County Metro area is continuing to experience an increase in
population growth that currently ranks 2nd in the State of South Carolina and
10th in the nation. Between 2023-24 the population in the county increased by
10,566 individuals or 2.7%. According to the U.S. Census data, Spartanburg
County has seen the nation’s third highest growth in residential construction
peppermint in 2025 over the same period in 2024. Increasing population, new
housing developments, a growing industrial base, and continued need for
irrigation by the county’s agricultural base will increasingly stress the water
resources found in the county. The potential for more frequent droughts and
changing precipitation patterns due to climate change will make planning for the
conservation of Spartanburg’s water resources more critical. The District
recognizes the need for proper planning and development of storage reservoirs,



irrigation management systems and adoption of conservation practices that will
minimize runoff and retain surface water for all the users within the county.

GOAL:
Increase water conservation effectiveness throughout Spartanburg Conservation
District by 2032.

OBJECTIVES:
1. Promote water conservation across all users in the county.
2. Promote BMPs in Agriculture
- Increase conservation tillage acreage
- No-till agriculture
- Drip trickle irrigation
- Educate and inform about Cost Share Programs.
- Maintain vegetated riparian zones
3. Promote BMPs in Land Development Projects
- Work with the County to ensure DES water management requirements
are followed
- Increase the number of inspections
- Reduce Impervious surfaces
- Preserve and maintain the natural hydrology
- Install bioswales and water bars
4. Increase Public Awareness of Water Conservation Measures at Home

FOREST LAND:
Approximately 44% of the county's land area is forested, and the lack of
regeneration on harvested land is a concern of the district. The erosion which
results from the logging operations and silviculture practices is of major
importance. Soil is lost from thousands of acres each year, leaving each site less
productive and creating water quality problems in the surrounding watersheds.
This is compounded due to the effects of Hurricane Helean in Sept 2024.

The treatments needed to improve timber management are reforestation,
selective thinning, prescribed burning, timber stand improvement, erosion control
and water quality protection, and wildlife habitat management. Natural pine and
upland hardwood stands predominate.
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GOAL:

Provide technical assistance necessary to increase timber production through
increased reforestation and reduce erosion. The reduction of erosion levels will
result in improved water quality and enhanced wildlife habitat.

OBJECTIVES:
1. Promote conservation planning with landowners by encouraging and
supporting the replanting of harvested timberland by supporting outreach
programs, SC Tree Farm program, and resources for forest landowners..

2. Promote conservation planning with landowner to reduce erosion on
eroding woodland access roads. Encourage use of waterbars and
improved roads to accomplish this goal.

3. Encourage use of Best Management Practices (BMPs) which produce
less soil erosion than traditional means. Ensure our district members have
current literature and know where to find BMPs materials.

4. To benefit wildlife, encourage the leaving of mast producing hardwood
corridors when clear cutting trees.

5. We will encourage maintaining favorable conditions to allow sawmills to
remain open in SC and both encourage and support creative avenues for
sawmills to remove excess residuals such as but not limited to papermills,
burning for energy production, and/or bio-char production.

6. Expand partnership with S.C. Forestry Commission. Educate and inform
about Cost Share Programs and BMPs.

RECREATION AND WILDLIFE:

The District Commission recognizes that the status of recreation and wildlife land
does not present a significant threat to the soil and water resource base, but
rather presents an opportunity for improvement in the quality of life for citizens
living in the District. Wildlife and recreation improvement occurs as a valuable
additional benefit when conservation practices such as pond building, woodland
improvement, and field border planting are carried out for other primary
purposes.
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OBJECTIVE:
Improve the quality and quantity of recreation and wildlife land by providing
planning and technical assistance to individuals.

GOALS:
1. Provide on-site technical assistance to urban and rural landowners in plant
selection and location for birds and other wildlife.

2. Promote the benefits of leaving mast producing hardwoods during timber
harvesting.

3. Promote outdoor recreation so that the environmental benefits and
economic returns are realized.

4. Develop partnerships with local hunt, fish and game clubs to increase
opportunities for residents of Spartanburg County.

5. We recommend the development of a data system that tracks trapped or
euthanized feral swine in collaboration with SCDNR game species
reporting technology. Encourage legislation, as part of the USDA Farm
Bill, to financially support the feral hog program between USDA-NRCS
and APHIS. We will focus efforts on feral hog control systems as needed.

6. We recommend SCDNR research how the deer depredation program can
be improved for farmers and landowners. Conservation Districts are
encouraged to support and promote deer hunting programs such as
SCDNR’s Take One Make One and SC Wildlife Partnership, Hunters for
the Hungry.

URBAN:

The District Commission recognizes that the Greenville-Spartanburg Corridor is

one of the fastest growing urban areas in the country. To revitalize the American
Dream, the federal government is now promoting that homes be created for first
time home owners. This will affect Spartanburg’s growth even more.
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The Commission is responsible for soil and water conservation during the
construction phase and the maintenance phase of urban areas. This includes silt
fences, retention ponds, and soil erosion.

GOALS: Our goal is to ensure that the county has adequate staff to preserve
and maintain soil and water conservation as Spartanburg’s urbanization grows.

OBJECTIVES:
1. Understand and give input on the county’s expansion plans.
2. Build a respectful relationship with the Spartanburg County Council and
advise them.
3. Build a respectful relationship with the Spartanburg County Planning
Commission and advise them.

RESOURCE INFORMATION FOR ACCOMPLISHING DISTRICT GOALS
CONSERVATION DISTRICT PLANS:

The district cooperator's conservation plan is the primary tool used to put
together all the needed conservation practices or resource management
techniques on a cooperator's land. The plan includes practices necessary for
controlling erosion as well as meeting the needs and objectives of the landowner.
Soil survey information is the basis for determining the capability of the soil
resource on a cooperator's land. Decisions on resource management will be
based on these capabilities with cooperation of the landowner.

SOIL SURVEY:
Soil surveys provide an excellent inventory of an area's natural resources. A

survey can provide both, the general, or the specific data needed to prepare a
farm plan or evaluate an area for specific use.
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Published soil surveys provide information on the following:

1.

© N

General nature of the area which includes climate, physiography, geology,
topography, drainage, population, agriculture, and industry.

. A general map showing soil associations with descriptions for use in land

use planning on a broad basis.

Detailed soil maps showing individual soils with a description of each for
use in specific or detailed land use planning.

Use and management data related to crops, pasture, woodland,
engineering applications, recreational uses, and wildlife habitat test data.
Soil properties including engineering properties, physical and chemical
properties, soil and water features and engineering test data.

Soil series and morphology.

Classification system for soils.

Formation factors of soil.

Promote Soil Analysis to ensure proper soil amendments are made. The
District will pay for 1 analysis per residence up to $100 per year.
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STATEMENT OF ADOPTION

We, the commissioners of the Spartanburg Soil and Water Conservation District, in

regular session this 8th day of January 2026, hereby adopt this document known as the
Spartanburg Conservation District Long Range Plan. As evidence of this action, we affix

our signatures to this document.

Gary Sayre Jr. - Chairman

Mike Brady - Vice-Chairman

Bill Heatley - Commissioner

Ronnie Bullard - Secretary/Treasurer

Bill Bledsoe - Commissioner
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